[Laryngeal and pharyngolaryngeal cancers: evaluation of the laryngectomy's quality of life].
The concept of life quality plays a more and more significant role in the caring of cancer patients, because the illness and the therapies used have a strong influence at the physical, psychological and relational level. The laryngeal and pharyngolaryngeal cancers have two characteristics: they challenge the life prognosis by affecting three essential functions: breathing, phonation and feeding and they disrupt the relation life. The locoregional treatments are mainly based on surgery and radiotherapy. In surgery, there are two tendencies: the saving techniques and the necessity of carrying out strong mutilations, such as laryngectomy or total pharyngolaryngectomy. To adapt to the illness and the after-effects of therapeutic caring, the patient must cope with multiple difficulties. Measuring life quality will allow the caretakers to evaluate the needs of the patient in the prospect of contributing to his reintegration in his family, society and professional life. This procedure must prove useful in the eyes of the patients, their environment and the caring teams.